
Scavenger Hunt 

 Bruguiera propagule - The cigar-
shaped propagule of the Bruguiera 
tree has a distinctive bright red calyx 
at the top.

 Bruguiera tree - Bruguiera 
gymnorhiza is a striking mangrove 
tree on the mudflat with large waxy 
leaves and cigar-shaped propagules. 

 Cassytha filiformis is a leafless, 
parasitic vine that resembles silly 
string. It takes water and nutrients 
from the host.

 Bruguiera knee roots - These 
air roots of the Bruguiera tree loop 
out of the mud and resemble bent 
knees.

 Pencil air roots of the Avicennia 
alba mangrove tree extend out of 
the mud allowing the tree to obtain 
oxygen.

 Prop roots - of the Rhizophora 
mucronata tree absorb oxygen and 
provide stability. The prop roots also 
provide protection for juvenile fish.

 Rhizophora propagule - Tapers 
to a point to pierce mud or sand 
when they drop. Seeds germinate on 
the mother tree and start growing 
immediately once they drop. 

 Lenticels on Rhizophora - 
Look for lenticels on Rhizophora 
mucronata air roots. These pores 
allow the tree to obtain oxygen.

 Mudskippers, Periophthalmus 
koelreuteri, are called macheng in 
Chamoru. Observe how quickly their 
fins propel them over the mudflat.

 Pago, Hibiscus tiliaceus, has 
edible yellow flowers that turn 
purple. Chamorus stripped branches 
to make cordage and slings to throw.

 Mudskippers have reverse-SCUBA 
gill chambers that allow them to live 
out of the water for long periods of 
time. 

 Binalo, Thespesia populnea, 
resembles Pago but the leaves are  
more elongated. The flowers also 
turn purple and drop at day’s end.

 Mudskipper habitat - 
Mudskippers occasionally construct 
mud towers that lead into tunnels 
under the mud. 

  Lumnitzera littorea has striking 
red flowers and leaves shaped like 
duck bills. It is called nganga in 
Chamoru.

 Fiddler crabs- Lelente in Chamoru 
(Uca), distinguishable by the male’s 
bright red claw. Males use their 
big claw as a warning or to attract 
females with fancy movements.



Scavenger Hunt 

 Fahang nest in trees and 
sometimes on buoys. 

 Pluvialis fulva, Pacific Golden 
Plover, is called dulili in Chamoru.

 Numerius phaeopus, the 
whimbrel, is called kalalang in 
Chamoru.

 Egretta sacra, the Pacific Reef 
Heron, is called chuchuko atilong in 
Chamoru.

 Anous stolidus, the brown noddy, 
is called fahang in Chamoru.

 Mud flats - Magnificent mud flats at low tide provide a place for birds, like 
plovers and herons, to forage for food including small fish, crabs, snails and 
insects. Mullet - prefer to live in coastal 

areas with mud or sandy bottoms. 
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 Gygis alba, the white fairy tern,  
is called chunge in Chamoru.

 Oysters - Look for oysters that 
have glued themselves to rocks 
and air roots. Touch the oyster. If it 
closes shut, that means it’s alive.  

 Littorina periwinkles - Search 
for tiny periwinkle snails, Littorina, 
attached to Rhizophora air roots.   
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